appreciated this, and his membership of the Academy of Science*
He seems moreover, after that event, to have considered again the
possibility of devoting his life exclusively to research, for about
this time he wrote to Alarik Liedbeck: " It would be almost a
pity if I were to kick the bucket now, because I have some par-
ticularly interesting things in hand. But since the creatures have
made me a Doctor of Philosophy, I have become almost more of a
philosopher than before, and I hold that the word 'utility*
represents an illusion."
He loved work, and—when the spirits of Niflheim came—
loneliness. Ordinary society life, dinners, receptions and so on, he
loathed. On the other hand, when his work permitted, he was glad
to seek the society of intelligent people, preferably such as had a
broad point of view, and it is a mistake to suppose that he was
merely a worker, and a boor in company. He had indeed all the quali-
ties that would have enabled him to become a real charmeur. As his
letters may have indicated, he had a natural and unforced humour;
he had a wide culture, not only of a scientific, but also of a literary
and philosophic order. He spoke five languages like a native, and
his letters are such as few Swedes could have written. When he had
the time available, he enjoyed the society of cultured and intelligent
women. He kept up a correspondence with quite a number of
such ladies, and he had an enviable faculty for paying them pretty
compliments. At the same time, he was a severe critic. In one
letter he wrote : " I personally find that the conversation of Paris
women is the most dreary that I know, whereas to meet cultured
and not excessively emancipated Russian women is delightful.
Unfortunately they have an aversion from soap, but one must not
ask too much."
With regard to the importance of social life, he wrote: " It is
unfortunately the case in life that he who withdraws himself from
all cultured society, and neglects to keep alive the interchange of
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